
Figure 6: The DECAF Score 

 

The DECAF Score          

Variable         Score 

Dyspnoea           

 eMRCD 5a*        1 

 eMRCD 5b**        2 

Eosinopenia (<0.05 X109/l)      1 

Consolidation        1 

Acidaemia (pH <7.3)       1 

Atrial fibrillation        1 

Total DECAF Score        6 

            

DECAF: Dyspnoea, Eosinopenia, Consolidation, Acidaemia and atrial Fibrillation;  

eMRCD: extended MRC dyspnoea 

 
*  eMRCD 5a - too breathless to leave the house unaided but independently able to manage  

 washing  

and/or dressing 

**eMRCD 5b - too breathless to leave the house and requiring assistance with both washing and  

 Dressing 

 

Table reproduced from Steer  J et al. The DECAF Score: predicting hospital mortality in exacerbations of chronic 

obstructive pulmonary disease. Thorax 2012; 67: 970-976 (Steer 2012) with permission from the BMJ publishing 

Group Ltd. 

 


